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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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March 20, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KISSINGER 

FROM: Richard Smyser 
Tony Lake 

SUBJECT: Meeting with North Vietnamese on April 4 

. * 

Attached is our first effort at statements for the April 4 meeting. We 
wanted to get something to you before the weekend. 

We have not yet included a memorandum for the President, primarily 
.because of the uncertainty about how to handle Laos at the meeting. We 
recommend that you wait until the situation in Laos is clarified before 
approaching the President to gain his approval for your strategy at the 
meeting. If the situation is not clarified by Tuesday, you may wish to 
approach the President anyway, leaving the question of how to handle 
Laos open. We will have a memo for you on Monday. 

At Tab A is a draft opening statement, pressing them to speak first on 

■ i 

their position and to make new proposals. It is important that they speak 
first substantively at this meeting, for its symbolic meaning for the rest 
of your discussions in this channel. The principle of reciprocity in 
making proposals must now be established. 

The statement solicits their response to your proposal on withdrawals. 
We believe it goes as far as possible in pushing them at the beginning of 
the rpeeting without involving their face and therefore inhibiting some- 
thing\ew., 

At Tab B is a statement on political settlement for use after they speak, 
if they raise the subject. It includes suggested language if they say 
something new and if they say nothing new. 
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It also lists the principles you mentioned, to be used in either case. We 
have added principle (5), which is designed to draw them out on how they 
believe there could be elections (to which we are committed) and also some 
sort of assurance about the course of events after elections. (As TL stated 
in his comments on Win Lord's paper on negotiations, we believe that this 

assurance will be essential to any agreement on political settlement from 
the Vietnamese point of view. ) 

» * 

(Smyser believes with regard to principle (6) on local sharing of power, that 
it would be better not to raise this issue now. We and the GVN are too dis- 
organized in our thinking -- pending VSSG and other studies -- and the North 
Vietnamese probably do not consider it in their interest at this time anyway. 

If they do, they will raise it. You may wish, therefore, to reserve this for 
possible use later. ) 

At Tab C is a statement on withdrawal. It should follow your statement on 
political settlement, so that you can lead naturally into pressing them further 
on military questions. It contains language for use if they say something new 
and if they say nothing new. It goes farther than the opening statement in 
pushing them to say something on their own withdrawals. 

At Tab D are some general questions. We suggest that you not make them 
during your opening statements, since they could sidetrack the discussion 
away from the focus we wish them to have — new proposals by them. But 

if the situation in Laos requires, you may wish to hit them on this issue 
in your opening statement. 

i 

Tab E are the papers on alternative ways to avoid publicly linking North 
Vietnamese withdrawals with ours. 

At Tab F is the chart on our withdrawal proposal and NVN performance. 

You mentioned having General Haig check with Defense on the reasoning 
behind the monthly increments in Scenario D of the December, 1969 paper 

on Mutual Withdrawals (on which the proposal was based). At Tab G is the paper 
on technical issues. At Tab H, NVN Q's and A's. 

We are getting together materials on political settlement, including the 
positions taken by the U. S. , DRV/PRG, and GVN. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1. That General Haig tell Defense that you have read the Ad Hoc 
Group's paper of December, 1969 on Mutual Withdrawals and would 
appreciate more details on the factors involved in planning the numbers 
and timing of all four scenarios in that paper. (We do not think you 
should single out only one of the scenarios. ) 


APPROVE 


DISAPPROVE 


2. Smyser recommends that you drop the reference to local sharing 
of power in the political statement. 


APPROVE 


DISAPPROVE 
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